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face of overseas citizen security situations. While the government should be
leading protection efforts, it should also encourage other actors to contribute,
mobilizing existing resources, so as to enhance its overall capability of protecting
overseas citizens.
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ABSTRACT: As China’s overseas interests are expanding rapidly, the international
community is expecting China to take on more responsibilities. However,
because of insufficient infrastructure, the Chinese forces overseas are facing great
challenges in protecting China’s overseas interests and providing international
public security goods. In peacetime, the major function of overseas bases is
protecting world peace, and the “soft” use of this hard power is well accepted by
the international community. This paper analyzes China’s pressing need for
overseas bases, and discusses the legitimacy of China’s construction of overseas
bases. This paper suggests that: firstly, it is necessary to seek the international
acceptance of China’s overseas bases; secondly, China should consider how to
avoid the potential risks that may be encountered during the construction of
overseas bases, from aspects of scale, law enforcement, and management.
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